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Agenda

• writing an Introduction

• using sources

• gathering and evaluating

• in text and end list

• 3-min presentation

• quiz results

• next
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WRITING AN INTRODUCTION

Logic Control Introduction Assignment
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What is an introduction for?
• Some results of the mentimeter:
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Importance of an introduction

• sets the framework of the project for the reader

In other words

• presents topic

• ’hooks’ reader

• gives context

• prepares reader with general info before specifics

• thesis statement: communicates to reader what text 
aims to discuss/prove/maintain

• indicates motivation for the paper

• outlines text structure

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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THE FUNNEL STRUCTURE:
FROM GENERAL TO SPECIFIC (GS)

Broader statement/outline

General 
statement/context

Elaboration on the 
statement/topic

More detailed
elaboration/focus

The GS-structure is 
useful on several
levels: 
- chapter, 
- section, 
- paragraph.

And in 
Introductions
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Some typical intro phrasing:

• define focus:

- This paper analyses the challenges of …

- The purpose of this report is to investigate advantages and 
disadvantages of … / In this paper, a comparison 
between…  

• explain document structure:

- Four main points concerning advantages and 
disadvantages of … will be discussed. First, …. Second, … 

- In order to analyse …, this paper will be divided up 
by…/into…
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USING SOURCES
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Gathering and Evaluating

8



Common source/reference issues

Is it ok to have a technical text with no references in it?

When should I use references/sources in my text? Which 
information needs a reference?

Which sources should I be careful about using?

Which reference system should I use?

How do I reference an article I found online with no 
author?

What is often incorrect in the end reference list?

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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How to find good information?

Just google it!

Is that the only strategy? What
are some of the issues? Are

there other strategies you can
use?
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Google Scholar….

Full text 
available via 
Chalmers

See how many
citiations

Get ready made
citation! 11



Finding peer-reviewed sources
http://lib.chalmers.se

For access to databases with peer 

reviewed articles, connect to Chalmers 

Library.  Here I have typed in ‘green 

energy’ to the main search box.

The ‘general’ search, even with newspaper articles 

excluded, still gives nearly half-a-million ‘hits’.  But if I start 

to tailor the search further, for example by checking to 

require ‘Items with full text online’ (so I can read the entire 

article) and ‘Limit to articles from scholarly publications, 

including peer-review’, then…

12



Is it peer-reviewed?

If you are uncertain as to whether a journal is peer-

reviewed, you can check this resource, which most 

academic libraries provide access to online:

Ulrich’s Web Global Serials Directory

Access via Chalmers Library at:
https://ulrichsweb-serialssolutions-com.proxy.lib.chalmers.se/
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Is the following an acceptable source?
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Investigate the author
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?
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Evaluating a Source

• The Kerner-example, using Kerner as reference: 

• Con: not affiliated to any specific company or university, 
the credibility is decreased

• Pro: a great number of published articles found on several
known sites, increasing the credibility

References are a way of supporting your claim. The validity 
of those references directly affect the validity of your claim.
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USING SOURCES
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In text and End List
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Using your sources in text

Paraphrasing, Quoting, Plagiarizing
• Paraphrasing: incorporating other people’s ideas using

your own words and with references.

• Quoting: an exact copy of an original phrase within
quotation marks. Full reference given.

• Plagiarizing: using ideas, results, words without giving
proper reference to the original.

Essentials of English p.344-352

See Chalmers policies on academic integrity and honesty: 
https://student.portal.chalmers.se/en/chalmersstudies/joint-rules-and-
directives/Pages/Academicintegrityandhonesty.aspx

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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How to Paraphrase

• Read and try to understand the main ideas of the text

• Express the ideas in your own words

• Change the organization of the ideas

• Signalling that you are paraphrasing:

• ”According to [X]…”

• ”[X] claims that/stated that/argued that…”

• ”It was demonstrated by [X] that…”

• Reporting verbs 
http://www.gcu.ac.uk/student/coursework/writing/reporting.html

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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Referencing RULES

There are many rules for referencing. Not possible to 
memorize them all, just know how to look them up.

For the assignments on this course and Göran’s, use the IEEE 
system. Options:

- manually: link on PingPong to one guide
- use the function in Word or
- use a software, e.g. EndNote

• IEEE author’s guide
http://www.ieee.org/documents/info_authors_kit.pdf
(page 4 referencing)

IEEE system arranged in citation order, not alphabetical 
order!

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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Referencing online sources

• Careful with electronic sources: check guide for details to 
be included, i.e. not just a weblink!

• Journals, regardless of whether exclusively online or 
exclusively in print (or both) still need the important 
journal information: author, year, title of article, journal 
name, volume/issue, page range.

• If it is exclusively an online journal you also need the URL

• Erring on the side of too much information is better than 
missing out on important information.

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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3-MIN PRESENTATION

Logic Control Introduction Assignment

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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Presenting in this course

• Study wk 4 logic control introduction assignment
presentation (individual), 3 min, no visual aids

• Study wk 8 presentation of LET085 projects (group), 10 
min, visual aids to be used

• When planning a presentation (however long it will be), 
always think about the following:

• Content, structure, delivery and language

• Useful information and phrases in Schedule and 
Course information handout

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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Logic Control Introduction Assignment

Why a presentation as well?

• to summarise and clarify a discipline topic

- in a spoken format

- in English

• to practice presenting in English ahead of longer, more
formal presentation at end of course

• to practise selecting appropriate information for the 
spoken arena

- adapt for a different register – how you write and how you
speak is different!

- structured for a listener to learn something

not just a chat!

Learning outcomes: 
• extract, summarize and 

organize relevant 
information

• practice adapting written 
text to a talk providing an 
overview 

• practice giving a 
presentation in English in 
a well-structured way
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Logic Control Introduction Assignment

Requirements
Prepare and give a presentation where you will share your 
findings from your sources in a small group.

• you shouldn’t read your findings but make a speech 
with keywords

• summarise the contents

• motivate why you picked out these sources

• where do your sources come from, what’s their 
context?

• 3-minute-presentation, no ppt necessary

Try to structure it logically – think about your listener 
and what’s the easiest way for them to absorb the info

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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GRAMMAR QUIZ - RESULTS
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Grammar Quiz and Practice

• With 60% or more, you will have passed and completed 
the grammar requirements for the written exam, i.e. no 
exam 30th May

However:

• below 60%, OR if you wish to improve on the level you 
achieved, take the exam 30th May

• some grammar focus in class during course

• the EngOnline web-based grammar tool for individual 
language training space

≤ 59% = U
≥ 60% = 3

≥ 75% = 4
≥ 90% = 5

LSP580 English, Division for Language and Communication
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Next:

• 3-min presentation in class next week, 26th April

• LC-Intro assignment due in 29th April

Next session lecture focus: writing a report in English, of
the LET085 project report
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